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Hi everyone,
Halleluiah! Christ has risen! He has risen indeed! Halleluiah!
I trust and hope that this Newsletter finds you all safe and well!
In the gospel reading for Easter Sunday, (John 20.1-18), Mary experiences
Jesus through her senses, so it's important that we go to be in a space where
we physically, emotionally, communally, can experience Jesus in our midst…
So, how and where do we experience Jesus in our midst?

Well, there’s a message of challenge to experience Jesus which we find in Matthew’s gospel. In chapter
25, we get given a big clue as to how we can experience Jesus in our midst. And the Jesus we see in
Matthew’s gospel challenges us to experience him without some of the lenses of fear and reluctance we
carry with us. This is not a picture postcard Jesus. Or a gentle, meek and mild Jesus. This is a Jesus who
is hungry and thirsty and needs to be clothed and visited in prison.
Maybe one of those people, maybe that one you’ve recently seen begging on the street, the one who
calls out, asking for change… this is Jesus calling your name. This is Jesus asking you to experience him
by serving and responding in love and compassion. To bring newness and hope into someone’s life.
And where else do we experience Jesus in our midst? Well, we don’t “go to church” simply to remind
our conscious minds that God lives, and that we’re called to follow Christ. We need to “show up” so that
we can be reminded of him too. So that the deepest, darkest parts of our inner lives can have light. So
that our reception toward his Grace is rejuvenated. So that our anxieties are quelled, as the world shifts
once again into place. And Easter comes, and comes, and comes again…
In this yearly event of Easter Sunday, we enter into the ripe, cinematic fullness of our embodied, and
uniquely personal lives. This is the shared space where Jesus meets us, calling our name, receiving our
touch, calming our anxious worries, and reminding us again and again that his Grace is not an object to
be known, but a gift to be lived. And a gift to be shared.
I hope you all have a wonderful Easter filled with grace, love and joy!
God bless you all!
Rev Alexis

Sunday Services

Conway Road Methodist Church will be reopening for Sunday morning
worship from Easter Sunday – 4th April. Church doors will open from
10.15am and worship will commence at 10.30am
•
•
•
•

Easter Sunday 4th April - Local Arrangement led by Alison.
Sunday 11th April Service - Rev Cathy Gale to include Holy
Communion.
Sunday 18th April - Preacher To be advised.
Sunday 25th April – Zoom Circuit Service with Alana and Paul

Please remember when attending to wear a mask and follow social distancing rules.
Rev. Paul Martin will be returning from sabbatical on Monday 19th April, and we look forward to finding
out about his experiences while on sabbatical and welcoming him back.

Lectionary for April

4 April - Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43 John 20:118 or Mark 16:1-8
11th April - Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133 1 John 1:1 – 2:2 John 20:19-31
18th April - Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19 Psalm 4 1 John 3:1-7 Luke 24:36b-48
25th April - Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12 Psalm 23 1 John 3:16-24 John 10:11-18

Opportunities for Worship

(Timings relate to 4th April and may change throughout the month.)
BBC One – Sunday Worship on Sunday at 10.00am
The Most Rev. Justin Welby shares his Easter message of hope and resurrection in a joyful celebration
live from the stunning setting of Canterbury cathedral, to include some well-loved hymns and anthems
from members of the Canterbury cathedral choir.
Following at 11.00am on BBC One – Urbi et Orbi
Pope Francis gives his Easter message and blessing.
BBC One - Songs of Praise on Sunday at 13.15pm,
Katherine Jenkins celebrates Easter Sunday from Llandaff
Cathedral, including a special performance from Sir Bryn
Terfel.
BBC Radio Wales:
Celebration on Sunday at 7.30am
All Things Considered on Sunday at 9.00am
BBC Radio 4 – Easter Morning Sunrise service at 6.35am

Circuit Notice

The ‘God in Love unites
Us’ Circuit Conversation
continues on Zoom on
Saturday 10th April at
10.30am and Thursday
15th April at 7.30pm.
Please see leaflet for
further details. Church
Council members and all
others interested in this
conversation are asked to
join in. A Zoom link will
be sent out next week.

Cleaning Rota
Now that we will be returning for Sunday morning
worship – and the Radnor Rascals are also back
from Monday 12th April – we will once again be
requiring the services of our great band of
cleaners.
Heather will be in touch with the new rota very
soon.
Should anyone else be able to join – please do let
Heather know.

Family News
Easter Greetings from all the
Davidsons/Troys.
Gracie and Agnes have certainly
found a great haul of Easter
eggs – hope they’re sharing!

Happy news from Heulwen. Her granddaughter Carmen, who members at the
Church will remember fondly from her Junior Church days with us, has completed her
training at Great Ormond Street Hospital and is now at consultant grade and has a
fellowship in neuro-oncology.
Warmest congratulation to Carmen. The family is very proud of her, as are we.

Latest News from the Spring Fayre - Mail Order Catalogue
The order book is now closed. Easter items have been made and delivered
including 36 of these little chaps!

Total orders and donations have raised a magnificent
If there are any further donations, please do send them on to Heather,
either by post to 190, Cathedral Road, CF11 9JE
(Cheques to be made out to Conway Road Methodist Church)
or directly into the Church account
Sort code:20-18-27 and Account Number: 00240486
All other makers and bakers are getting ready to fulfil their
orders for delivery sometime in May – with Marie getting a
little potty with pots and Auntie Joan likely to be
permanently installed in her kitchen baking all that lemon
drizzle cake!

Thanks to all who volunteered to make items –
we couldn’t have done this without you!

£1,237

An Easter Meditation
It was on the Sunday
that he pulled the corn.
They arrived with flowers,
shuffling through the dawn
as the dawn snuffed out
the last candles of night.
Their faces betrayed their belief
that yesterday would always be better
than tomorrow,
despite what he said.
He would not say it again,
so why bother to believe him on that score?
And the flowers, they too were silent witnesses to disbelief.
Like the grass, they were cut to be dried to death,
cut off from the root, the bulb, the source of life.
He was the flower they cherished, the flower now perished
whose fate the lilies of the field, now tight in hand, would re-enact.
So when they passed the crouched figure at the edge of the road,
they thought little of him, scarcely seeing his form through their tears.
Had they looked even a little they would have seen a man letting grain fall through his fingers,
dropping to the earth to die and yet to rise again.
It was on the Sunday that he pulled the corn.
Stages on the Way, WGWG Iona Community

Easter Quiz

(From Roger Yeo – with bible references so you can check the answers)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Complete the phrase “The spirit is willing … “
Who was Caiaphas’ father in law?
Why did Pilate send Jesus to Herod?
What did Pilate do with the water?
Who helped to carry the Cross?
What did the crowd do on the way home?
Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus?
What did the disciples think of the women’s story?
Who offered the soldiers a bribe?
What did the disciples think when they saw the Risen Jesus?
How far was Emmaus from Jerusalem?
Why were the appearances of Jesus recorded?

The Donkey

(By G. K. Chesterton)
When fishes flew and forests walked
And figs grew upon thorn,
Some moment when the moon was blood
Then surely I was born.
With monstrous head and sickening cry
And ears like errant wings,
The devil’s walking parody
On all four-footed things.
The tattered outlaw of the earth,
Of ancient crooked will;
Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb,
I keep my secret still.
Fools! For I also had my hour;
One far fierce hour and sweet:
There was a shout about my ears,
And palms before my feet.

Here’s an updated picture of the spring flowers in the border at the
Romilly Crescent entrance – looking beautiful!
Which is a good moment to mention that the next Church Work
Morning which will be:

Saturday 17th April – 9.30am to 12 noon.
All help very much appreciated!

Mt 26:41
Jn18:13
Lk23:6
Mt27:24
Lk23:26
Lk23:48
Mt27:57
Lk24:11
Mt28:12
Lk24:37
Lk24:13
Jn20:21

Just for Fun
A few quotes from other Church
magazines
(I may regret this!)
Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass
this way again,’ giving obvious pleasure to
the congregation.
For those of you who have children and don’t
know it, we have a nursery downstairs.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5.00pm – prayer
and medication to follow.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon
topic will be ‘What is Hell?’ come early and
listen to our choir practice.

Easter Evening

As we walked home at close of day,
A stranger joined us on our way.
He heard us speak of one who’d gone
And when we stopped, he carried on.
‘Why wander further without light?
Please stay with us this troubled night.
We’ve shared the truth of how we feel
And now would like to share a meal.’
We sat to eat our simple spread,
Then watched the stranger take the bread;
And, as he said the blessing prayer,
We knew that someone else was there.
No stranger he; it was our eyes
Which failed to see, in stranger’s guise,
The Lord who, risen from the dead,
Met us when ready to be fed.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
As Mary and our sisters said,
The Lord is risen from the dead!
Stages on the Way, WGWG Iona Community

And to finish:

God of Easter wonder, Jesus’ friends saw
amazing things that day – the angel, the
dazzling light, the empty tomb. Where will
we see Easter this year? In an angel who
brings us unexpected, good news. In the
smile that lights up the eyes of an old
friend. Show us Easter, O God, in signs of
new life all around us, surprising us, in
Jesus’ name.
Wishing you all a Happy Easter, those
travelling a safe journey, and those
meeting family for the first time in months,
every joy!
And may God bless you all with the peace
and joy of the Resurrection.
Rev Alana

