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Dear Friends, 
 

I spent most of last Friday planting garlic cloves and onions. For me, my 
little collection of potted vegetable plants is a source of constant pleasure – 
not to mention confusion and hard work! I may not ‘plough the fields and 
scatter’ (StF 130) but for me there is something truly wonderful about 
watching plants grow and produce edible delights.  
 

Just like everyone else who grows fruit and vegetables my harvest has 
inevitably been affected by the bizarre weather we’ve experienced in 
recent months. Yet at this season of harvest everything that has survived 

the hot spell seems to have come into its own. Plants that I’ve been peering at for months, half 
expecting them to come to nothing, are suddenly producing at an almost alarming rate. 
Tomatoes are still reddening; sweetcorn ripening and broad beans seem to go from ‘hardly 
there’ to ‘fully ripe’ within a day!  
 

Fruit and vegetables are not the only harvest that behaves like that. Very often the harvests of 
our lives can feel the same. We watch, pray and work for a cause, group or hope that is close to 
our hearts, seeking to serve God. We seem to wait a long time – and then suddenly things begin 
to slot into place. Or perhaps we’re sure that our lives are heading in a certain direction, and 
then something happens, circumstances change and we’re pushed off course. The harvest still 
happens, but not in the way we expected.  
 

So why, I hear you ask, did I begin by mentioning the planting of onions and garlic? September 
and October are the months when we traditionally celebrate harvest; but the truth is harvest is 
a continual process. As we work for God, sowing seeds of faith, lovingly nurturing those around 
us, trying new things ‘just to see what happens’, may we rejoice in what works, learn from what 
doesn’t and always be willing to be surprised! 
 

What will our harvest look like this year? 
 

Every blessing, Laura 

http://www.conwayroadmethodist.com/


Sunday Services  
Sunday morning worship commences at 10.30am – and includes Junior Church, who meet with 
us in the Church and then go down for their own activities part way through the service. 
 

September 

Sun 2nd Oct Local Arrangement 

Sun 9th Oct Deacon Laura Evans 

Sun 16th Oct Deacon Laura Evans 

Sun 23rd Oct 
Deacon Laura Evans & Rev Alexis Mahoney 
(Holy Communion) 

Sun 30th Oct Local Arrangement 

 
 
A note from Alison and family: 
Dear All, very many thanks for your cards, love, support, kind words and memories about Dad 
(Norman James) since his death.  Dad had a long and happy life, central to which was his faith 
and his family. Conway Road and his fellow Christians here were a big part of that.  
Our love and heartfelt thanks to you all. 
Martin, Stuart and Alison 

 
Junior Church 
The children are studying Methodism in September & October. We hope this 
will help them understand the core values of the church and how important 
Methodism has been through the ages. In particular, how Methodists have 
been advocates for social justice and equality within society. We will be 
producing a large poster that will be displayed downstairs on our board, so 
that all the visitors to our church can understand Methodism. We also hope 
to do some fund raising for the Trinity Centre in the coming months. We will 
be doing a sponsorship as a collective, we just have to decide what to do... 
Chloé  

 
September Work Morning! 

As you can see, it was a beautiful morning, and everyone was 
working hard ‘enjoying Conway’. Actually, we had an 
excellent turnout, and lots was accomplished. 
Dave painted outside windowsills, Sanj & Seb undertook 
weed-killing, Ian hoovered downstairs, and Stuart, with 
Owen the electrician, changed lightbulbs in the sanctuary. 
The Perkins family (Derek, Carol and Sam) and Catherine 
worked outside, mowing grass, collecting leaves and pruning 
shrubs.  All very satisfying and rewarded with coffee. 

Do come and join us on the 3rd Saturday of the month to join in the fun! 
The Conway Ground Crew 
 



Dates for your Diary 

Sun 9th Oct 10.30am 

Harvest Festival Service 
All gifts of dried and tinned goods, coffee, tea, chocolate etc. are very 
welcome. Also, any gifts of toiletries.  
Harvest gifts will be taken on to the Trinity Centre for distribution.  

Sat 15th Oct 9.30am 

Church Work Morning 
A chance to catch up on jobs required around the Church 
Here’s hoping the previous article has inspired you all!   
See you there! 

Tue 25th Oct 7.00pm 
Church Council – held in the New Room 

(There will be no separate Property and Finance Committee     ) 

Sun 6th Nov 3.00pm 

Family Activity Afternoon–Let your light Shine 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never put it out 
(John, chapter 1, verse 5) 
Please let Heather know if you are able to help on the afternoon – 
otherwise mark the date and come and join us! 

Sat 12th Nov 10.00am 

Autumn Fayre 
A welcome return for this wonderful event in its new format! 
Come and browse stalls full of cakes, plants, nearly new fashions, books 
and, with a chance to start your Christmas shopping, the gift stall. 
Coffee, tea and delicious cakes to be had on the morning! 
Contributions for all stalls gratefully received before the event- thanks! 

 
Conway Road 50+ Group 

Wed 6th Oct 
Poetry Please! National Poetry Day - your favourites are welcome  
Gareth Thomas: English Lecturer (retired) 

Wed 13th Oct 
Flatland Cycling in Northern Europe:  Summer tour 2022 
Iona Gordon  

Wed 20th Oct 
Two Years in the Desert: Experiences of an RAF posting in Yemen in 
the 1950’s 
Gerald Harris: Local Historian  

Wed 27th Oct 
A motorcycle journey to Mongolia and back via Ukraine 
Francis Maxey: Performer and Adventurer. 

 
Trinity Sanctuary for All Project – Fund-raising Events 
Ideas have not exactly been flowing in! So …………………. I have one! 
How about an ‘Eat out with friends Weekend!’ 
Chefs among us offer to host food events – could be a curry evening, an afternoon tea, a Sunday 
roast, soup and a roll - whatever – hosts say how many they can invite – guests sign up (this 
could be any friends, acquaintances, people you met once a long time ago or friends at Church) 
and then pay what they consider a fair price for the event, (considering they have just 
consumed a delicious home cooked meal!) 
Hosts take out their expenses and the remainder goes to the project. 
Hosts/guests take some photographs and write a few reviews – and there you go! 



Family News 

 
 

Congratulations to our wonderful Reg and Joan – who celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary on the 14th September. Hope you both had a lovely day 
celebrating! 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Gordon and Fran who write: 
It’s our 30th wedding anniversary on 3rd October. We started working 
together in Spring 1988 and after two and half years Gordon asked me 
out. It was a ‘slow burn’ and in the words of the famous Mamas and 
Papas song – it started quietly and grew. We’ll be celebrating along 
with Barack and Michelle Obama who married on the same day, same 
year.  
Along came Greg in 2001 and here he is graduating from Plymouth 
University last weekend, all grown up. He’s started a post graduate 
course at Swansea University, so it’s back to cooking for two again and less laundry. 

 
 

And to finish – from our own Jayne Powell:  
It seems like ages……………. since I wrote anything for these pages. 
In that time, we have had extreme heat – with the media telling us that all records have been beat. 
We survived as we have done in the past –  
When as youngsters our summers were endless and seemed to last. 
People have had special birthdays, Mr Davidson known as Paul 
Who sometimes is our resident quiz master for us all. 
Val, his wife also enjoyed being three score years and ten 
Bet the fact that he is younger gets a mention now and then! 
Sadly, we have mourned the passing of loved ones from our Church family – 
All well known to us and who we shall miss profoundly. 
There were Royal celebrations with loads of events – 
But now sadly the sudden death of our Queen has caused us all to lament. 
For many, myself included just the one Queen we have seen 
But what an iconic lady she has been. 
The late Queen’s funeral was deemed to be a public holiday - 
For all to follow events as through the London streets it made its way - 
And what a marvellous sight the armed forces out in strength 
Solemn, colourful, perfectly in step as they escorted their ‘boss’ the whole length. 
The eldest son, known as Charles, will be the new King – 
And we have to wait and see what changes to the monarchy he will bring. 
So, life goes on and as Autumn and Winter arrive – 
We are facing higher energy, and cost of living bills, some people not sure how they’ll survive 
One sure thing we know is that with God’s love we can pull through 
Just as we saw those beautiful rainbows honouring the Queen 
as from life she withdrew. 
There is beauty all around even in the darkest hour, nature 
with all its Autumnal colours – 
Falling leaves casting blankets and covering each other, 
Dark clouds with winds that make trees seem to bend and nod. 
Take care and never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a 
known God.                                                                                                                                                        
 


