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Dear Friends, 
One day a very strong woodcutter got a job working for a timber merchant. He was an 
honest man and determined to do his best. 
On the first day, the woodcutter brought down 18 trees. 
“Congratulations,” his manager said. “Go on that way!” 
Happy to have pleased his boss, the woodcutter tried harder the next day, but he could 
only bring down 15 trees. On the third day he tried even harder than before but by the 
end of the day he had only ten trees to show for all his hard work. 
‘I don’t understand what’s going on,’ he told his manager. ‘I must be losing my strength.’ 
“When was the last time you sharpened your axe?” the boss asked. 
“Sharpen? I had no time to sharpen my axe. I have been very busy trying to cut down trees…” 
(Based on a short story by Stephen Covey) 
 
‘I had no time to sharpen my axe…’  
 
This is, at its heart, a very simple story. It’s based on a popular saying attributed to Abraham Lincoln: 
‘'Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will spend the first four sharpening the axe.'  
I know that there are many ways that this story could be interpreted. But the one that pops into my 
mind immediately is about resourcing. The woodcutter is conscientious, willing and able. He does his 
best but fails to realize that just a few moments spent in preparation would make all the difference to 
the task in hand. So, he goes on. Becoming increasingly tired and frustrated with himself. 
In all of our lives there are tasks that we need to complete. Some are easy. Some bring us great joy. At 
times some can feel hard and long. 
 
As Christians we are called to pour ourselves out before God and others; to worship, serve and love. But 
we can’t pour out unless we take the time to do the things that ‘fill’ us; if we don’t take time to ‘sharpen 
our axes’ as the story says we run the risk of becoming ‘blunt’. 
What resources you? How do you sharpen your axe? 
The answer, of course, varies from person to person and according to the seasons of our lives. Prayer 
may well be high on the list; so too may be certain people, places, music or books; maybe you’re a 
walker; or perhaps you love nothing more than sitting in a quiet place. 
 
In a world where there is a lot of ‘doing’ to be done try not to become so busy that you forget about 
these things. 
 
Love and blessings,  
Laura 
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Sunday Services  
Sunday morning worship commences at 10.30am – and includes Junior Church, who meet with 
us in the Church and then go down for their own activities part way through the service. 
 

February 

Sun 5th Feb 10.30am  Rev. Dr. Stephen Wigley 

Sun 12th Feb 10.30am 
Rev. Irfan John and Deacon Laura Evans 
(Holy Communion) 

Sun 19th Feb 10.30am Deacon Laura Evans 

Sun 26th Feb 10.30am Rev. Robin Wood 

 
 

World Day of Prayer  
This will take place on Friday March 3rd at 2 pm in St John’s Church, Canton. 
All are very welcome! 
 

 
Junior Church 
Junior Church has been following the Church calendar reflecting 
what is being taught in the main Church, as well as finishing off 
our poster on Methodism, that will be displayed in the Hall 
downstairs in the coming weeks. In January we harvested the 
majority of our cabbage and were delighted with the crop. We 
gave many out to those in the congregation who looked like they 
may accept one! And we received really kind reviews. By the time 
you read this we will have done our Sponsored Sleep 
Over and we would like to thank our breakfast team 
and all those who have sponsored us. At the time of 
writing we have raised in excess of £200 for the 
Trinity Centre. We will keep you updated on how it 
went. 
 
We were delighted to join other churches from the 
circuit at the end of January in a Circuit 
Service.  There had been a great deal of effort to get 
people to attend and this was evidently effective as rows upon rows of chairs 
had to be added to accommodate.  We were all especially proud of Ella’s clear 
delivery when reading Jeremiah 29:10-14 in front of so many people.  There 
were nearly 40 children attending and due to this we were able to deliver 
teachings, activities and games that were age specific. We taught about how 
much God loves us and supports us throughout our lives, making reference to 
the letter from the prophet Jeremiah and the Footprints in the Sand poem. We 
highlighted that God knows the plans he has for us, that he loves us and is our 
constant.  The children in Junior Church had a great time and we hope the rest 
of the congregation did too.  We look forward to another Circuit Service soon. 
 



Trinity Centre Fundraiser – ‘Eat out with friends!’ 
Shelagh Cannell’s New Year Sunday dinner in support of the Trinity Centre 
will take place on Sunday 12th February after the Church meeting. 
Last chance to join is Sunday 5th February – please sign the list in the new 
Room if you would like to join us and note down any special dietary 
requirements. £5 deposit payable to Heather or Shelagh  

 
Menu - Roast turkey, Brussel sprouts, carrots and swede mash, pigs in blankets and 
roast potatoes - followed by apple pie and cream. 
 

Remember 
After the event there will be a bowl for donations – we ask that you donate what you would 
expect to pay for such a wonderful Sunday dinner if you were eating out! 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 

Sun 5th Feb 9.30am 
Breakfast with Junior Church following their sleepover in aid of Trinity  
I use the word ‘sleep’ very loosely here! 

Tues 7th Feb 7.30pm Church Council held in the New Room 

Sun 12th Feb 
Following 
morning 
worship 

Forward in Hope 
Meeting to discuss questions raised by the Circuit. 
Please see John if you require a copy of the Circuit document and questions. 

Sun 12th Feb 
Following 
meeting 

New Year Sunday Dinner – details above 
Booking by 5th February essential 

Sat 19th Feb 9.30am 
Work Morning – volunteers needed to help keep the Church ship-shape and 
Bristol fashion! Please come along and help if you can spare an hour or two! 

 
 

Conway Road 50+ Group 

Wed 1st Feb  
Dostoevsky: Language, faith and fiction  
Dr Rowan Williams:  Former Archbishop of Canterbury 

Wed 8th Feb  
The Renovation of the Newport Transporter Bridge 
Gavin Jones: Community Engagement, Newport Council  

Wed 15th Feb  
TRIP - The Hidden Hill fort in Caerau and a visit to the new Visitor Centre   
Travel by Cardiff Bus 17 / 18 

Wed 22nd Feb 
St David’s Day Celebration – in music and song  
Howard Watt (Piano) and Ruth Watt (Clarinet) 

 
 
Strength and Balance Classes – Taster Sessions 
There will be three taster sessions for a new Strength and Balance Class. 
These are taking place on Thursdays at 1.30pm in the Church Hall 
They will be on 9th, 16th and 23rd February 
Cost £5 per session – please let Heather know if you are interested. 
 



Family News 
We have heard the sad news that Carol Jones, a long-time member of Meeting Point and regular 
attender at our Church services and 50+ Group, died at home on Thursday 12th January. She was a 
lovely friendly soul and will be sadly missed.  We send our prayers and condolences to her family. 
Her funeral will be on Friday 10th February at 3.30pm at the Thornhill Crematorium. 

 
Rob and Eileen Williams would like to thank you all for your prayers and kind messages - Rob is 
now home after six long weeks in UHW – but health wise still has a long way to go. 

 
However, there will be two big celebrations in the Williams household! 
Eileen has her 80th birthday on 19th March – so wishing you a really happy birthday 
Eileen – with lots of cake! 
And Rob and Eileen are celebrating their 59th wedding anniversary on 7th March – so 
congratulations and all the best for a lovely celebration for that too. 
 
 

 

Avril Calford and Joanne would like to say a massive thank you to the 50+ group for their kind 
donations of nearly £200. Joanne is doing a swimming marathon for Doddie aid, (set up in aid of Doddie 
Weir who sadly passed away from Motor Neurone Disease, to which we lost our loved David and dad 
too). Joanne is swimming in the pool the same distance as to France and back which is around 120 
lengths a day!! She started at the beginning of January and is due to finish hopefully next Thursday. The 
50+ Group had a wonderful ukulele group in and their charity this year is for MND and, thanks to the 
generosity of everyone there, we raised that fantastic amount. 
We are all so proud of Joanne's achievement and so far she has raised £1,804. 

 
 
 
 

And to finish:  

Love the Lord your God… 
Lord, this is easy – of course I love you! 
(easy to say, not so easy to do  
     with ALL my heart, soul, strength and mind) 
Teach me to love you with ALL that I am. 

Love your neighbour… 
Lord, this too is easy 
(depending which neighbour I have in mind) 
Teach me to love ALL my neighbours with ALL that I am. 

...as yourself. 
Lord, sometimes this feels impossible 
(for I do not always believe that I am loveable: 
       I see the things in me that are hidden from others) 
Teach me to accept your love, and set me free 
so that together our love may heal your world. 

Amen. 

Rachel Deigh, presbyter and mission partner, Sierra Leone 
Source: https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/prayer-of-the-day/ 


